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 Grade 3 Parent Newsletter 
 

How can you help your child be 

successful in mathematics? 

Children learn math best when they can 

connect math concepts and procedures to their 

everyday experience. 

 
 Be positive about math! Let your 

child know that everyone can 

learn math. 

 Point out how math is used in 

daily activities. 

 Include your child in activities 

that involve math, such as 

making purchases, measuring 

ingredients, and determining 

elapsed time. 

 Play math-related games with 

your child.  

 Encourage your child to explain 

his/her thinking when solving 

problems. 

 Count everything with young 

mathematicians.  

 Make connections between real 

world situations involving adding 

and subtracting. 

When a math moment presents itself, 

make the most of it!  

 

 

 

 

Theme 1 Unit 3 

Dear Parents, 

Your 3rd grader will be exploring and developing strategies for addition 

and subtraction during this unit.  Students will use their understanding of 

place value and number sense to round numbers to the nearest 10 and 

100 using concrete material (place value blocks) and number lines 

(representational) in order to develop a conceptual understanding of 

rounding.  They will use place value strategies, properties of operations, 

and the inverse relationship of addition and subtraction to find sums and 

differences within 1,000. It is not an expectation that Grade 3 students 

learn the standard algorithm of addition and subtraction, and in fact not 

introduced to students until Grade 4. To end the unit, students will use 

strategies of addition and subtraction to find the perimeter of a polygon 

when given the length of sides of a polygon or to find a missing length of 

a figure.  

                                   Thank you for your continued support, 

 

                Your Child’s 3rd Grade Teacher 

 

Vocabulary 

Sum: the answer to an addition problem 

Difference: the answer in a subtraction 

problem. 

Place value: the value assigned to a digit 

based on its position in a number. For 

example the 2 in 324 is the tens place value 

and has a value of 2 tens or twenty. 

Round: to approximate the value of a 

nnumber by finding the nearest ten, hundred 

or place value.  

Perimeter: the distance around a two-

dimensional shape; found by adding the 

lengths of the sides. 

 

 

  

Think about it!  
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Strategies to Support Student Learning 

Rounding is based on place value 

understanding and using a number line to 

show benchmark numbers is a helpful tool.  

 

 

23 is rounded to 20 because it is 3 numbers 

away from (closer to) 20.  

 

26 is rounded to 30 because it is 4 numbers 

away from (closer to) 30. 

Use place value models (place value 

blocks) to show how to find sums and 

differences.  

 

 

_____+_____=______             ______- _____=_____ 

Note: Students should not be using standard algorithm to 

solve addition or subtraction problems. 

 

Decompose numbers based on place value 

understanding to find sums and differences.  

For example: 486 + 346=? 

Decompose 346 to 300 + 20 + 20 + 6 in order 

to find the sum of 832. 

 

 

For example: 623- 378=? 

Think 378 + ____ = 623 and count up. 

 

 

 

Find perimeter using addition and an 

equation.  

 

 

 

Perimeter:  

60 yards + 60 yards + 40 yards +40 yards = 

200 yards 

Perimeter you add the length of all sides. 
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Games to Support Home-to-School Connection 

Taken from Ready Common Core  
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Planning a Trip 

You are going on a summer vacation road trip. You must determine how many miles you are going to travel.  

Work together and follow these steps: 

1. Select 4 cities 

2. Use a mileage chart in an atlas or online to find the distances between the cities. 

3. Plan a route from city to city and add up the mileage for the round trip. 

4. Change the route by leaving out the last city. Calculate the mileage for the adjusted route.  

Create a travel brochure about your trip routes and explain how you determined the total mileage for each 

one.  

 

Perimeter: Think about everyday situations where people find and use perimeter.  

 

                   

 

Real World Connections 

Finding Sums and Differences 

Examples: determining the distance 

run around the bases at a baseball 

game, deciding how much wall 

paper border to buy for a room, 

figuring out the amount of wood to 

frame a door, etc. 

Connecting to area using Cheez-its 

 


